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The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge of the Lord as the Waters Cover the Sea.—Isa. xi. 9.
"Some trust in chariots and some in horses; but zve will remember the name of the Lord our God."-—Psa. 10:7.
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"Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, goodwill toward men."
In Norway, especially in the vicinity
of the North Cape, when the long
night of Winter is nearing its close,
many of the people, dressed in holiday attire, stand on the tops of the
mountains awaiting the first glimpse
of the returning sun. The moment it
is seen, embracing one another, they
exclaim: "Behold the s u n ! " F r o m
mountain top to mountain top the cry
• goes over these parts of the country:
"Behold the s u n ! Behold the s u n ! "
Jesus Christ is the Sun of Righteousness. Noble hearts and longing
souls who waited for the "Consolation
of Israel," greeted His advent with
songs of joy. T h e very air was tremulous with song when Christ was
born. These devout souls were waiting for the Sun of Righteousness,
who was rising with healing in His
wings.

PA.,
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Amid the many voices that greeted
the advent of Christ were the songs
of celestial choirs. My text gives us
the substance of the wonderful anthem which the angels sang. Heaven
and earth seemed to join hands and to
touch hearts on that glorious occasion.
It seemed as if the heavens'were filled
with attendant angels who awaited
only the signal to burst forth in heavenly music. In the olden time when
a sacrifice was laid on the altar, the
blast of trumpets sounded clear- and
s t r o n g ; so when Christ came, the true
Sacrifice, the heavenly host chanted
again the blessed message of the first
herald angel.
This anthem in its
heavenward aspect was "glory," and
in its earthward aspect "peace."
Nothing could be more fitting than
that the angels who stood around the
throne of God should follow Christ
to earth when H e came on H i s errand
of mercy. W e may well believe that
angels from a sinless heaven never
performed a more welcome service
than when they made the plains of
Bethlehem echo with their songs of
joy when the Christ was born. Angels
are represented to us as bending reverently forward as if listening intently
to the mysteries of God concerning
the coming of Christ. Possessed by a
holy curiosity, they are trying to discover the secrets of human redemption. It was fitting, therefore, that
these lofty intelligencies, at the supreme moment of God's sublimest disclosure of eternal love, should break
forth into matchless music over the
cradle of the infant R e d e e m e r : that
their song should be an anthem radiant with glory to God and peace toward men.
T h e birth of Christ ushered in a
new area in human history; it was
really the birth of a new race. The
incarnation is the basal fact in Christianity. T h e evangelist John distinctly affirms that the word was God, and
also that the word became flesh. T h e
incarnation of Christ was the entrance
of Deity into humanity in a fuller and
diviner sense than ever before. T h e
real meaning of the incarnation is the
spiritual entrance of God into human-
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ity by a supernatural birth. T o deny
the supernatural birth is to deny the
real significance of the incarnation itself.
God made Himself known in creation, in providence and in revelation ;
but the incarnation was the sublimest
manifestation of God the world has
ever known. God's revelation of H i m self is evermore progressive; he reveals Himself as men are able to understand, and even to endure, the revelation. The glory of God that shone
about the shepherds was the miraculous effulgence which the rabbins
called Shechinah.
This wondrous
light was a lambent flame in the bush
which burned but was not consumed;
it went before Israel in a pillar of
cloud by day and of fire by n i g h t ; it
flooded the temple of Solomon with
an unendurable brightness; it was the
radiant cloud which enfolded the ascending Lord, and it will be the canopy over the great white throne on
which H e will sit to judge the world.
Well might this effulgent brightness
appear at the incarnation, for Christ
is the true pillar of cloud to guide His
Church through the world to her triumph and glory in heaven.
The incarnation of Deity was dimly
hinted at in many heathen legends.
Heathenism was feeling after God if
haply it might find him. Philosophy
was seeking after Deity, but in its
loftiest reach it only built an altar to
"the unknown God."
The human
mind must have God in human form.
God as the uncreated and the invisible,
and not also as the incarnate, must
remain incomprehensible, except to a
few devout worshipers. Bat Deity incarnate, enfleshed, embodied in human form, dwelling among men, rejoicing in their joy, weeping with
their sorrow, cradled with their babes
—Deity thus united to humanity, men
can understand, admire, trust and
adore. T h e incarnation of Deity is
thus an absolute necessity of our poor
human nature. To worship God as
F a t h e r and Christ as Brother, we
must see the divine in human form.
(Concluded on page 8.)
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EDITORIAL.
Christmastide.

"Thou

didst leave Thy throne and
Thy kingly crown,
When Thou earnest to earth for me."

The time of the year is here once
more when is observed throughout
Christendom the anniversary of the
event referred to in the lines as quoted above. Preparation is being made
for its observation on many and varied lines. The merchant, both Jew
and Gentile, is concerned, primarily,
in the endeavor to make the profit, in
a monetary way, as large as possible
to himself. The Christmas trade is
enormous, and increasing from year
to year. In it figure most largely
those three things which the Apostle
John writes, is all that is in the world,
"The lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eye, and the pride (vain glory)
of life." And he writes that these
things are not of the Father, but of
the world, and consequently are
fleshly.
This being true the question may
arise as to what is the proper way for
the observance of this anniversary by
the child of God. We may say in this
connection that as far as we have
knowledge there is no commandment
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given by God in His word that anysuch anniversary is to be observed.
This being the case its observance is
entirely a matter of individual judgment.
Assuming that it is proper for the
Christian to observe the day in a special way, it would seem to be selfevident that his manner of its observance must be free from worldliness,
sin and fleshly gratification, because
that is to be the method of his daily
life, and'Christmas is no exception.
As to what constitutes worldliness,
sin and fleshly gratification, there is
no doubt a wide difference of opinion
among professing Christians as the
many and various ways of engagements abundantly show. Professedly
the "good-will" feature occupies a
leading place, and so it is a time of
much of gift-giving to prove that
ther.e is good-will.
Through this
good-will ministry many hearts are
made glad by being remembered in
some special way, and in so far as it
is done for the glory of God there
will be the sense of His approval, and
blessing will rest on those whose
hearts are moved to consider the poor,
the helpless and lonely ones, and
bring cheer to them.
However, there is so evidently
much, very much, of that which is
essentially worldly and fleshly gratification, and of a frivolous nature,
connected with the Christmas festivities, that it becomes God's saints to be
very careful and temperate in the indulgences which they allow themselves, or encourage in others, be they
children or adults.
Year by year the Santa Claus feature has possibly the most prominent
place in the Christmas festivities and
so universal seems to be its facination
that, socially, it is difficult to keep entirely free from it. Families are divided in opinion about it, and often
a compromise seems to be the only
way to keep the peace. But there can
be no doubt as to the wickedness of
deceiving innocent childhood as it is
done so largely in this connection.
Surely it is very plain that no saint
can have a part in such deception. It
is related of a mother who had taught
her little boy the story of Santa Claus
that she thought at a certain time of
his age that he should be enlightened.
After finishing her explanation, to
which the little man listened with
wide-opened eyes, having slowly undergone the change from childhood's
implicit faith to manhood's scepticism,
he said to his mother, solemnly, "Yes,
and next you'll be telling me that
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Christ is all a lie, too." It is not difficult to see the unspeakable harm
that may be done to innocent childhood by this semi-heathen individual
that is made to take the place of the
Christ Child in the mind of the child.
The best that the Sunday-school
Times can say on this subject, admitting that evil and hurt may come to
childhood through it, is, that much
fun and jollity comes to the children
by it, and to banish Santa Claus from
the child-life would be a real loss.
However, recognizing the danger it
says, "It is never well, and it is never
necessary, to lead a child to believe
in something that does not exist; and
when the unreality is made to crowd
out Christ Himself, the loss to the
child is unspeakable."
But as far as we have observed it
is that deception, of the child, to make
the child believe that that which does
not exist is real, that gives the zest,
the fun, the enjoyment to the grownups who engage in the deception. No
doubt there are exceptions to the rule
and the "make believe" is enjoyed
without any special harm resulting.
We see then the importance of abstaining from anything that is apt to
result in hurt to the children. Let
none of us be in any way the agent
of Satan in deceiving any of "these
little ones," or cause them to stumble.
Better not celebrate at all than to become guilty of wrong-doing on any
line.
Yet the Christian may rejoice that
Jesus came: that He came as a little
child and thus made infancy and
childhood glorious.
"Christmas tells us that 'God so
loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son.' We are not orphans wandering over the face of a
sin-shadowed world, left to stumble
on through the gloom as best we may,
while heaven looks coldly on, indifferent to our weal or woe. That Child
has come to tell us by His very presence amongst us that we have a
Father, -who so really loves, that He
is content to give His very dearest
and best, that by this gift we may
escape the doom that sin has been
preparing for us, and find ourselves
possessed of a life that reaches on into the infinite."
May we all humbly bow before the
Christ-Child with the shepherds and
worship Him. Let us bring to Him
our heart's best gifts even the gold,
the frankencense and the" myrrh. Let
us more and more give Him for whom
there was no room in the inn, room in
our hearts and lives.

December 12, 1909.]
0, come to my heart, Lord Jesus;
There is room in my heart for Thee."
Let every reader of the VISITOR respond with the refrain, "There is
room in my heart for Thee." "Come
in, Lord Jesus, and cleanse me from
sin;" for truly that is His office.
"Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for
He shall save His people from their
eins."
"There were shepherds . . .
abiding in the field." . . . And, lo,
the angel of the Lord came upon them
and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them; and they were
sore afraid. And the angel said unto
them, Fear not, for behold, I bring
unto you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord." . . . "And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men."
Instead of engaging in fleshly gratification let us meditate on what it
meant for the Christ to leave His
throne, His kingly crown, to come
down into this lower realm. "He was
rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor, that ye, through His poverty
might be rich." Read Phil. 2:5-8:
"Who being in the form of God
thought it not robbery to be equal
with God; but made Himself of no
reputation, and took upon Him the
form of a servant and was made in
the likeness of men, and being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, and
"With mocking and scorn, and with
crown of thorn,
Did they bear Thee to Calvary."
Failing to see that He came with
His living word to set His people
free.
Keating' Facilities at the Philadelphia
Mission.
Conference ruled that the heating
facilities at the Philadelphia Mission
be looked into by a committee and
repaired or rebuilt as the case demands. The necessary repairs have
been made but thus far very little has
been- received to pay the debt. We
hope that this appeal will bring a
hearty response and that the work at
the mission prosper under the Spirit's
guidance.
H.
Do the best you can where you are,
and when that is accomplished, God
will open a door to a higher sphere.
—Beecher.
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Special Meetings.
We note that in quite a number of
the districts of the Brotherhood, both
East and West, special meetings are
being held and there is cause for
thankfulness in the fact that souls are
turning to God.
The meetings at Cross Roads, Lancaster county, Pa., conducted by Bro.
F. K. Bowers, continued for two
weeks, resulting in a number of conversions.
At the Lancaster City Mission
meetings were conducted by Bro. C.
N. Hostetter, and with some success,
just how much we have not learned.
Elder C. S. Lesher of the Montgomery district, South Franklin, Pa.,
reports a two-weeks' meeting at that
place, in which the Bros. S. S. Wingert and H. C. Shank assisted the first
week, and Bro. Abner Martin, of Lancaster county during the . last week.
The meeting was interesting and encouraging. Four young souls stood
for prayer, and believers were encouraged and edified. Bro. Martin's
ministry was in the unction of the
Spirit and was appreciated.
From Ohio we are informed of
meetings being held in Eld. B. F.
Hoover's district in which Bro. W. J.
Myers, of Massillon, O., is laboring.
Conviction is resting on the people
and eight souls have manifested a desire to get right with God.
Elder J. R. Zook is at present laboring in Abilene, Kans. His labors at
Bethel were crowned with some gratifying results, and at Abilene the
Spirit of the Lord is moving upon the
hearts of the people, and it is hoped
that much good may result through
the efforts put forth.
Eld. D. R; Eyster labored for several weeks at the Rosebank church,
near Ramona, Kans., where some success attended the efforts, and from
there went to the Newbern church,
where the meetings are now in progress.
Our aged sister, Catherine (Kitty)
Kohl, of Gratersford, Pa., while renewing her VISITOR subscription,
again bears testimony to the faithfulness of our heavenly Father. Of the
VISITOR she is pleased to speak kindly
of it, and says: " I t is encouraging
on the way to Zion. I often thank the
Lord with tears of joy while reading
it. I have such great reason to praise
my Jesus for being so good to me all
the way through. I did not always
think that what I had to pass through
was best for me, but in the end I
found it was for my good for the
word savs so; that is if we love God.

Our disappointments are often His
appointments. Tribulation worketh
patience, and so on. I do thank my
heavenly Father for my Christian
parents. They brought me up in the
fear of God. We had good books to
read, the Bible and Testament in
school and at home; no papers or
story books of any kind. Why, it is
wonderful how the word of God is
neglected in our days by both young
and old. There are so many papers
to be read daily, and on Sundays it is
the worst of all yet—such awful pictures; why it is a shame. Then join
church without Christ! Jesus said,
'Ye must be born again.' I do thank
the Lord this day, and every day that
He called me in my young years, and
that I heeded the call and gave my
whole heart to Him. He took all my
sins away and made me free and
happy, and the Holy Ghost came to
abide. I am so glad for this full and
free salvation which makes Soul and
body happy. O, it is a good way if
we surrender all; if we lay all the
weights aside, the sin of unbelief,
which besets so easily. Let us run the
race with patience and stand on the
promises of God which are so precious
to me. To-day on my seventy-eighth
birthday I am standing on the promises of Christ my Savior, who is my
all in all. My work daily is to be
ready for His coming. I know my
time is short in this world, but there
is a glorious heavenly home for me
if I am faithful. Jesus is good to me
and to everybody. The older I get the
better is the way; praise the Lord! I
have great reason to have thanksgiving every day." Sister Kohl has a son
engaged in mission work in China.
She says when he wrote last he was
well and happy in the Lord. They
have two hundred boys in their boys'
school. They also have a girls' school.
All of these scholars are clothed and
fed at the Mission. Yet there is no
Mission board behind them. They are
relying on the Bank of Heaven. Crops
were largely destroyed by the army
worm; these left only the beans remain..
Of the Christmas day observances
and celebration The Gospel Message
has the following to say:
"The holiday season is at hand
again. There is no reason to suppose
that the world will be less active in
the observance of Christmas than
hitherto, and indeed there is every
reason to expect that the rapid gait of
recent years will be increased a little,
in the mad rush after the pleasure
and financial profit that are the chief
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O u r testimony has
b e e n s t e a d f a s t l y a g a i n s t all t h e s e c a r nal d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , f o r t h e o b s e r v a n c e
of t h i s relic of P o p e r y — C h r i s t - ? K a j i —
h a s n o p l a c e in t h e p l a n s of a s e p a r a t e d d i s c i p l e of t h e M a s t e r , a s it h a s
n o sanction in H o l y W r i t . M a y G o d
keep us from the subtle snares which
will b e s p r e a d f o r all o u r feet a t t h i s
t i m e of r e v e l r y a n d d i s h o n o r t o G o d
and H i s Christ."
W e a r e e x p e c t i n g r e n e w a l s of s u b scriptions t o reach u s in l a r g e n u m bers during the next eight weeks, as
t h e b u l k of s u b s c r i p t i o n s e x p i r e w i t h
t h e l a s t n u m b e r of D e c e m b e r .
Let
every subscriber be p r o m p t in renewing.
I n d i s t r i c t s w h e r e t h e r e is a n
appointed agent he should not have
t o call o n t h e s u b s c r i b e r s
but renewals should be given to him early.
W e a r e still a i m i n g a t t w o t h o u s a n d
a s t h e n u m b e r of p a y i n g s u b s c r i b e r s .
Shall w e not have them soon? Could
n o t t w o h u n d r e d of o u r s u b s c r i b e r s
secure one n e w subscriber for 1910?
O u r s u p p l y of c o n t r i b u t e d m a t t e r
has been s o m e w h a t s h o r t for some
time, but w e are m u c h pleased that
the missionaries, as also t h e visiting
brothers, have been sending us such
l i b e r a l s u p p l y of l a t e . W e a r e s u r e
all t h e m a t t e r t h a t c o m e s o n t h a t l i n e
is i n t e r e s t i n g r e a d i n g t o t h e V I S I T O R
family, a n d w e a r e confident t h e r e s u l t will b e i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t in t h e
African work.
W e hope the supply
of m a t t e r f r o m t h a t s o u r c e w i l l c o n tinue to come.
All orders for Gospel T e x t Calenders a r e promptly forwarded to o u r
publisher a n d the calenders have been
m a i l e d p r o m p t l y . If a n y t h a t h a v e o r d e r e d h a v e failed t o receive t h e i r calenders, we r e q u e s t that they notify us
of t h e f a i l u r e .
If any calenders a r e
in s o m e w a y i m p e r f e c t l e t u s k n o w
a b o u t it. W e d e s i r e t h a t e v e r y o n e
m a y b e satisfied a n d p l e a s e d .

im •
Subscribers at L e b a n o n , P a . , Cleona, Pa., Annville, Pa., P a l m y r a , Pa.,
Campbellstown,
Pa.,
and
Derry
Church, Pa., a r e requested to rememb e r t h a t B r o . T h e r o n B o o k s of C l e o n a , P a . , is t h e a p p o i n t e d a g e n t ' t o
w h o m renewals, as also n e w subscriptions, are to be paid. D o n ' t wait for
h i m t o call o n y o u , b u t h a n d y o u r r e newals to h i m promptly.
• * »
W e a r e still w a i t i n g t o h e a r f r o m
a n u m b e r of b r e t h r e n a n d s i s t e r s , w h o
h a v e decided to help the Bible School
and Missionary Training H o m e proj e c t b y s p e c i a l d o n a t i o n s of f r o m five
h u n d r e d d o l l a r s u p w a r d . I t is e s s e n -
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t i a l t h a t a n u m b e r of s u c h b e f o u n d if
t h e p r o j e c t is t o b e l a u n c h e d
this Conference

during

year.

NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
A d d r e s s e s of M i s s i o n a r i e s .
Africa.
H . P. Steigerwald, Grace Steigerwald,
Mary Heisey, Jesse and Dorcia Wenger,
Matoppo Mission, Bulawayo, South Africa.
H. Prances Davidson, Adda G. Engle,
Myron Taylor, Choma, N. W. Rhodesia,
South Africa.
Harvey J. and Emma Frey, Elizabeth
Engle, Mtshabezi Mission; Levi and Sallie
Doner, Mapane Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa.
The following are not under the F. M.
B.:
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P. O. (Intokozo Training School),
via Zurfontein, Transvaal, South Afiica.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116,
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L., Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, No. 6 Sudder Bazaar, Dilkushi, Lucknow, India.
The following are not under the F. M. B . :
D. W. and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Sripat,
Purunia, Bankuia district, Bengal, India.
J. H. and Anna Sparrow, Raghunathpur P. O., Manbhoom district, India.
Elmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona D i s t ,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Central
America.
Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.
Our City M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
charge of Bro. Henry B., and Sr. Lydia
Buikholder.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George Whisler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead St. In
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. L.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 1226 W. n t h
street. In charge of Eld. J. R. and Sister
Anna Zook.
Toronto, Ont., Mission in charge of
Webster and Martha Burtch, 740 Lansdowne ave.
Jabbok Orphanage, Thomas, Okla., in
charge of A. L. and Anna Eisenhower.
BUFFALO, N. Y.—Dear saints in Christ:
After a silence of two months we rejoice
in the privilege of witnessing through the
columns of the VISITOR once'more. To God
be all glory and praise t h a t the various
needs of the Mission have all been supplied.
W e would have all his dear children to
know that we appreciate and heartily thank
them too for all the kind manifestations
of their love and interest in the work.
Several weeks of the two months just
past the writer spent out of the regular
routine of our work. In this time we have
had the happy privilege of meeting many
of our Ohio relatives and friends. Also
of living our life for Jesus and witnessing
for H i m wherever we have gone. Meeting the Ohio brethren in their different
places of worship was that of precious
memory.
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The love feast at Donnelsville was a real
old-time spiritual feast. H o w many times
forms and ordinances are observed in the
deadness of the letter, but t o see it in the
newness of the Spirit is blessed. W e need
to remember the teachings of Jesus on
spiritual worship (John 4123, 24) when we
surround the communion table and when
we wash the Saint's feet just as much as
in our prayers and in other devotions. It
did our souls good to see the rich blessing
of the Lord upon His humble people. The
deep interest shown by large congregations
gave evidence of the appreciation of Bro.
and Sr. Franklin's labors in this part of
God's vineyard.
As workers at the Buffalo Mission we
appreciate the interest shown in our personal needs.
During our stay in the city of Dayton
we found precious fellowship with the
workers of the "Light House Mission."
May this work go on under divine blessing
and ever continue to be a life-saving station as it has proven to be during the
past few years of its existence.
It was through a very kind providence
of our heavenly Father that we were permitted to spend several days among the
people of the Kentucky hills. Here we
met many conditions entirely new to us.
Lodging in a one-roomed log cabin without a single window in it and sitting by
the blazing log fire in an old time stone
fireplace were ceitainly new, but as certainly actual realities. Complementary for
these dear people we must speak of their
hospitality. Their victuals were wholesome as long as we were willing to forget
what the law says about clean and unclean meat and let the sorghum over rule
the tendency of hot bread toward indigestion. W e never felt better in our lives
than we did down t h e r e : after seeing the
large gatherings assembling to hear the
gospel we were loath to leave the place.
Should it please our Father to send us that
way again o u r hearts say, amen.
Returning and spending several days
more in and about Dayton, and we were
ready to turn our course toward home.
The last and final week we spent with our
earthly father, who had just returned from
his western trip. Many more things are
on our hearts and minds, but believing
we have consumed the time belonging to
us for this report, we only say that upon
our return to Buffalo my wife and little
daughter met me in the Union depot to report that everything in the house and Mission had moved off most satisfactorily.Personally, I wish to express my deep
gratitude to God and all the dear ones
who have in any way helped to make this
trip possible and I am indebted to so many
for helping to make it pleasant.
In coming back to resume our work we
come with a love and interest such as we
only could feel after enjoying such a
change.
Wishing you all God's blessing we continue to solicit an interest in your prayers.
Yours in Christ.
GEO.

25 Hawley

E. AND E F F I E W H I S L E N .

St.
A Letter.

"They that put their trust in the Lord
shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot
be removed." Bless H i s name. Well, I
thank the Lord for His presence with me
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this'morning. I can say with the hymn,
"I can feel it now." Oh, there is nothing
like trusting the L o r d ; H e has answered
prayer in relieving us in that H e sent
Brother and Sister Long to take charge
of the work till the fiist of the year, when
Brother and Sister Engle expect to take
the work. May the Lord bless them is my
prayer. W e desire the prayers of the
saints so that we may be directed by Him
in what we shall do.
I realize it means a close walk with the
Lord, to hear H i s voice and keep His approval upon us. But I am glad it is possible for us to know His voice for He says
a sti anger will they not follow; thank
God. This morning finds me with my husband at Ramona. Kans., where he, with
Brother Eyster. had a three weeks' meeting. Some got saved and some baptized
and the church in general got help. Now
we expect to stay here a few weeks. W e
don't know where the Lord will direct us.
but we have this promise, that a righteous
man's steps are ordered by the Lord, and
he has promised to go with us to the end
of the earth. So, I need not fret nor worry.
And Phil. 4:19 is precious to me. May
the dear Lord help me and all the saints
remember whose we" are, and remember
that even the very hairs of our heads are
numbered; and if H e notices the sparrows
surely H e does us as H i s children. I am
so glad for my relationship; truly the
word is good to encourage our hearts
along the way. If it were not for His
word, I don't know what I would do in
these days, in which we are living. Truly
it is a lamp to our - feet and a light to our
path. Bless His name.
I trust we shall have your earnest
prayers so we may be ordered by the Lord
in whatever H e has for us. W e need a
rest' first, and then H e surely has something for us to do for there are no idlers
in His vineyard nor drones to eat up the
honey. While the busy bees are making
honey, some want to feast while they are
with us, but it is so much better to have
the honey right out of the Rock. Bless
His name.
•
I will yet report of what was sent in
since my last one, the first of October.
Sister John Caskey, $1 : Newbern Sunday-school, $ 7 7 5 ; M. L. Engle, $2.35: Elder Eyster, three bushels apples; Isaac
Eshelman,
$1:
Bethel
Sunday-school.
$10.60.

I remain yours for His service,
A N N A B.

EISENHOWER.

A Trip N o r t h .

«

(Continued.)
Our aim was to reach Mala the same
day, but we were disappointed. The distance was greater than we anticipated.
Late in the evening we came to a large
village, where we met a white man who
was trading among the natives. H e gave
us a place near his wagon to camp for the
night. From him we got useful information as to the lay of the country ahead, but
gave us little encouragement as to the
possibility of crossing the river at that season of the year and advised us to turn
back to the railway bridge to cross. H o w ever we felt that there would be a way
for us to cross, as going back meant a
. farther distance of about one hundred and
twenty miles.
This was the largest kraal we had met
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with thus far. We could count seventyfive huts from the spot where we were
sitting.
The next morning we wrote a few short
letters to send with the trader's mail boy,
who was going to leave for post that day.
I should make mention of our going
over to the kraal in the evening to see a
dance. It was a social dance, a few native drums was all the music they had.
These drums are made out of a log or
block of wood about two feet long and
eight or ten inches in diameter. This is
hollowed out at one end and a piece of
animal hide stretched over it. On this hide
they pound with their hand. The sound
is a doleful one, with very little music to it.
I consider these dances a very immoral
practice among them. It is here about as
in most all places, where such things are
carried on the tendency to evil and immorality. Often these dances are kept up until
break of day.
Aifter our letters were written we started
once more for Mala, expecting to rind it
not far away. W e walked for several
hours, when we got in sight of a village
which we thought must be Mala, but
when we inquired we found it was still
farther on. We had breakfast at this place.
There were plenty of cattle in this vicinity,
we were able to get plenty of fresh
milk, which added much to our diet.
After breakfast we found a man who was
going to Mala, so we followed him and
after another few hours' walk we reached
Mala Center—where the chief lived.
Having heard of a missionary who had
recently moved to these parts we were
anxious to look him up. We made inquiries as to where his place was and
learned that it was about two miles away
across a large swamp. We went down to
the edge of the swamp and found plenty
of water still in it. W e soon had our
boots off, trousers up above our knees to
wade across. The swamp was about a
mile wide. We found it rather rough for
bare feet. At one place our high water
trousers were below the high water mark
and the result was they" got wet. These
swamps, of which there are many, abound
in wild geese, ducks and many other wild
birds. Once across boots on, we were
soon under a large tree, where we pitched
camp for the night. W e went at once to
see the missionary and his wife. After a
chat with them we returned to camp where
supper was waiting for us. The night was
cool, so we fortified
our camp with
branches from the trees, being almost surrounded by water, it was very damp.
One cannot help being struck when you
think of the consecration of men and women to venture into such a place for no
other object than to tell the old story of
Jesus' love. Out, miles and miles away
from civilization, surrounded by a savage
race, in a fever district, no one to associate
with but heathen of a low type, and yet
amid it all, they are hapoy with the
thought of the possibility of the work before them.
Oh how we need many such in this land
to'fill up the places that are yet untouched ! W e believe that God is calling and
yet few are answering. So many would be
willing if they could choose their own
place and work such as would suit them.
Our hearts do rejoice when we see such
who are willing to go into the outlying,
districts and there amid the darkness of

heathendom raise the banner of the cross
of Christ. W h a t more noble pursuit can
you choose, my brother, or sister? In
what better way can you show your love
for Him and loyalty to His cause? W e
have heroes who have won for themselves
undying fame and renown, and are spoken
of in books and magazines who perhaps
have saved one of their fellow men under
the most favorable ciicumstances without
much lisk or privation to themselves.
We love to hear all such well spoken of
and due credit given for their acts of
bravery, but, to our mind, those who go
out in fever countries, surrounded with
savage heathen, treacherous,
untruthful,
unthankful, and often blood-thirsty, and
there, for the love of Christ and their fellow men, strive amid many difficulties,
tests of sickness, pests and oppositions, to
raise a standard of better living of purer
lives and higher aspirations all under the
banner of King Jesus, these are the greatest heroes the world has ever known.
( T o be continued.)
H . P . STEIGERWALD.

Mtshabezi Mission.
Dear readers of the VISITOR : Grace
unto you, and peace from God the Father,
and our Lord, Jesus Christ."
W e feel it our privilege, as well as our
duty, to acknowledge through the. VISITOR
the receipt of the many valuable goods
which have recently been sent to us. The
consignment reached Bulawayo over two
weeks ago. There the goods were divided
for the different Missions by Bro. Steigerwald. Our part was sent on by train to
Stanmore Siding. But we were unable to
make arrangements for them to come before yesterday, when our wagon met the
train at 3 o'clock, and arrived home with
the goods about 9 p. m. Perhaps you will
not be surprised when I say that we did
not attempt to sleep until the boxes were
unpacked and the contents appreciated.
W e found therein clothing for ourselves
and children, blankets and quilts for use
in the Girls' School, some very fine dried
fruit, a goodly number of the Brethren's
new Hymnal, and other gifts for the children. As we looked at the large number
of quilts, and remembered the many kind
fingers that sewed them, we could not but
feel that many at home were helping with
heart and hand to push the work along.
When we noticed the clothing sent for ourselves, we seemed to be brought almost into the presence of those who sent them—
our friends of former years, who are no
less our friends to-day. Those who sent
the fruit can have the pleasure of knowing
that many a meal will be brightened and
an appetite made keen by the presence on
our table of this useful article of died, so
necessary in a trying climate. But not the
least appreciated was the beautiful la'ge
doll sent for our little Lois by one of the
girls at the Messiah Orphanage. It was
her own doll, and she sacrificed it to send
here. She sent the doll on before. May
we not hope that when she is grown she
too will come to shine in this dark land?
Now. dear ones, we may not have time to
write to all individually, but will you
hereby accept our thanks for your kindness
in thus remembering us, and may God
abundantly bless you. And will you not
(Continued on page 12.)
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The Beautiful City of Gold.
There's a City that looks o'er the valley of
death,
And its glories may never be told;
There the sun never sets and the leaves
never fade,
In that beautiful City of Gold:
There the King, our Redeemer, the Lord,
whom we love,
Will the faithful with rapture behold;
There the righteous forever shall shine as
the stars,
In that beautiful City of Gold.
Every soul we have led to the foot of the
cross,
Every lamb we have brought to the fold;
Will be kept as bright jewels our crown to
adorn,
In that beautiful City of Gold.
There sickness and sorrow, and death are
unknown,
There glories on glories unfold;
There the Lamb is the light in the 'midst
of the throne,
In that beautiful City of Gold.
—Author Unknown.
Selected by W. R. Smith.
For
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W h a t Christmas Means to Us.
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W e find in the fifth chapter of Revelation, that "no one in heaven, nor
in the earth, neither under the earth
was able to open the book," or to
solve this great problem. J o h n wept
much as he looked upon the scene,
thousands of years afterwards; but
he was told not to weep, for, "behold
the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root
of David, hath prevailed to open the
book, and to loose the seven seals
thereof." Yes, One has been found to
bridge the chasm between God and
sinful humanity, and bring about reconciliation, even Jesus, who was willing to leave the shining courts of
heaven and come down upon this sinful globe, and became a little child on
Christmas Day. His life was indeed
a great blessing to the people of His
day, and has been an inspiration to
purity and holiness, and is a pattern
for us to follow; but His death has
been the greatest blessing; for by the
shedding of H i s own blood H e made
atonement for the sins of the whole
world.

LEVI F. SHEETZ.

Of the many thousands of words in
the English language, there is none
that brings more joy and happiness to
both young and old, rich and poor, the
world over, than the word Christmas.
Christmas is also the Alps of the various holidays observed all over the
world, towering high above them all.
It is the happiest day of all the year,
and brings a spark of joy in even the
saddest life, and lights up the darkest
places of the earth with a glow of
heavenly light.
T h e question comes to u s : Whydoes Christmas bring such a joy to
the earth and what does it mean to
its?
I n order to get its value and
meaning to us, it is necessary to take
a glimpse at our first parents who
had been placed in the beautiful gardent of Eden, where they had sweet
communion with their Creator, and
had all the joys that their hearts
could wish f o r ; but in course of time
they hearkened to the tempter and
transgressed God's commands and
brought upon themselves and their
offspring, the curse of sin.
That
sweet communion between God and
man was lost, and it seemed as though
it was lost forever. It appeared as
though no one in all the entire universe could be found to solve the
problem of reconciliation between God
and sinful humanity. T h e situation
was embarassing and there seemed to
be no more hope for the h u m a n family to be redeemed and be re-enstated
and brought into fellowship with God.

Christmas not only brings joy and
happiness in this present world, but
everlasting joy in the endless ages of
eternity. Since that first Christmas,
which was heralded by the angels on
the plains of Judea, it has filled humanity with joy. Can we imagine the
great joy that came to the lonely shepherds, who watched their flocks at
night, when the angel proclaimed the
birth of the Saviour of mankind, and
when they heard the heavenly choir
sing that beautiful c h o r u s : "Peace on
Earth, Good Will to M e n ? " It was
indeed a dark age for the Jewish people ; for they were under the Roman
yoke and greatly felt the need of one
who would deliver them and make
them free citizens.
They, however,
expected Christ to establish an earthly
kingdom and reign over them, and if
H e would have done this, His birth
certainly would have meant much to
t h e m ; but what would it have meant
to us? Christmas would hardly have
meant more in our country, day and
age, than -does the birthday anniversary of some king or some other famous man. Christ would have been a
blessing to His own people in His
day, but would have been nothing to
us.
He, however, did not come to establish an earthly kingdom, but a
heavenly and eternal kingdom, one
that will abide forever and whose
citizens are hot only Jews, but a'l
those that believe in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.
Loud should our praises be on
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Christmas Day to God, who "so loved
the world that H e gave H i s only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in H i m should not perish but have
eternal life." W e can never, in this
life nor in all the countless ages of
eternity, fathom the real value and
depth of the meaning of Christmas
to us. There are, however, some
people who do not realize the full
value of this blessed day, but get the
idea that it is simply to exchange
presents and to enjoy a good feast.
Such people do not fully- enjoy
Christmas as they should, for only
those who have accepted God's gift
to mankind, which H e gave o n the
first Christmas, can fully appreciate
and enjoy the day.
It is with cheerful words that we
repeat: " U n t o us a child is born,
unto us a Son is g i v e n ; and the government shall be upon H i s shoulders;
and His name shall be called W o n d e r ful, Counselor, T h e Mighty God, The
Everlasting Father, T h e Prince of
Peace." I t is H i s presence that fills
our homes with joy and song. It is
H i s love t h a t cheers our lives and
His comforting words that speaks to
us in the hour of trial and temptation.
" F e a r not little flopk; for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom."
While celebrating this universal
holiday, let us realize its real value to
us, and if Christ has not yet been
born in our hearts, let us give H i m
room this Christmas Day, for the joy
and peace, which we can receive by
accepting H i m , can never be told by
mortal tongue. Let us bring our bert
gifts to the new-born K i n g and
adore and love H i m all our days.
Florin,

Pa.

Christ was in the world, despised of
men, and in greatest necessity, forsaken by His acquaintance
and
friends, in the midst of slanders.
Christ willed to suffer and be despised ; and dost thou complain of any
m a n ? ( Christ had adversaries and
backsliders; and dost thou wish to
have all men thy friends and benefactors? W h e n c e shall thy patience attain her crown, if no adversity befall
thee? If thou art willing to suffer
nought that is against thee, how wilt
t h o u ' b e the friend of Christ?
Be
strong with Christ, and for Christ, if
thou desire to reign with Christ.—
Kem pis.
A man who does not know how to
learn from his mistakes t u r n s the best
schoolmaster out of his "life.—HenryW a r d Beecher.
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Grace and Faith.
BY J. S.

LEHMAN.

"By grace are we saved, through
faith; and that not of ourselves: it is
the gift of God." ( E p h . 2:8.)
Grace and faith must g o together
in order to make divine grace accessible or appropriate to any one, or all
of God's human race.
" W i t h o u t faith it is impossible to
please God." ( H e b . 11:6.)
H o w God had opened the door of
faith.- (Acts 14:27.)
Grace for obedience to faith. ( R o m .

i:50
Boasting excluded by faith. (Rom.
3 -27•)
Justified by faith. (Rom. 5:1.)
Access by faith.
( R o m . 5 :2.)
T h e word of faith, which we
preach. (Rom. 10:8.)
W h a t is not of faith is sin. ( R o m .
14:23-)
Examine whether ye be in the
faith. ( I I . Cor. 13:5.)
I live by the faith of the Son of
God. (Gal 2:20.)
Access by faith of Him. ( E p h . 3 :
12.)

Dwell in your hearts by faith.
( E p h . 3:17.)
One Lord, One faith. ( E p h . 4:5.)
Striving together for the faith of
the gospel. (Phil. 1:27.)'
Author and finisher of our faith.
( H e b . 12:2.)
Like precious faith. ( I I . Peter 1:1.)
Overcometh the world, even our

faith. (I. John 5 :4.)
Earnestly contend for the faith.
(Jude 3.)
Most holy faith. (Jude 20.)
Hast not denied my faith. (Rev.
2:13.)
Patience and faith of the saints.
(Rev. 13 :io.)
T h e y that keep the faith ,of Jesus.
(Rev. 14:12.)
I presume these are enough references to prove that faith is a Godgiven gift.
And is in the atonement,
and is essential to salvation.
I am loaded with a heavy burden
upon my heart, as I enter upon this
solemn subject.
I hope the good
Lord will give the needed grace to so
write, that H e will get some honor
to Himself, and the saving of some inquiring souls after truth.
What is implied in the icord
faith?
There may be showers of blessings
all around us, but unless we are sensible of the fact, that they are for us,
they will avail us nothing. I will relate an instance that occured some
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time ago, as a certain party traveled
over the ocean to South Africa. A s
the party all paid their fare there was
one in the party that doubted whether
the fare he paid would also include
the boarding, so he carried with him a
lot of water-crackers, and when the
bell r a n g at meal-time he would not
g o ; but sat in a corner and ate some
of his crackers, and when the party
came out from the dining room they
saw the poor fellow sitting in the corner eating his crackers. T h e party
then explained to him, that the meal
also was included in their payment for
the fare to South Africa. They had
quite a time to preach their faith into him, that it was for him. H o w ever, the time soon came, that he saw
it was for him, and freely enjoyed
the blessing.
FAITH

I M P L I E S TO

TAKE

HOED

OF

T H E BLESSINGS OFFERED.

I was very much impress-ed with
the thought, of the "Nobleman's
offer" in a recent number of the

ment it will also take off the scales
from our spiritual eyes, and then we
look up to our blessed Saviour, with
quite a distinct faith from that of
which the self-righteous
Pharisee
boasted.
A s I have intimated, there may be
showers of grace, and gifts showered
down from the " F a t h e r of Light,"
and unless we have passed t h r o u g h
Christ's judgment (which indeed is a
glorious j u d g m e n t ) we can never be
partakers of that precious faith (German, den teuren Glauben) that cost so
much, yes, it cost the blood of Jesus.
T h e people all around us believe
that Jesus is the Christ, but how few
have become partakers of the living
faith, which will make us alive in
Christ Jesus. T h e y are not yet like
the aged couple (in the parable) that
came from the poor-house. They do
not yet believe in Christ's complete
finished salvation on the cross. God's
grace and precious faith are both
unmerited gifts.
Manheim.
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T h e story of the nobleman's offer
is truly a nice illustration, and has
the tendency to give light t o those
that are blind. "Jesus said, F o r j u d g ment I am come into this w o r l d ; that
they which see not might see, and that
they which see, might be made blind."
" A n d some of the Pharisees which
were with him heard these words, and
said unto him, Are we blind also?
Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind,
ye should have no sin; but now ye
say, W e see; therefore your sin remaineth." (St. John 9:39-40.)
THE

P H A R I S E E S ' F A I T H , AND C H A R ACTERISTICS.

Such faith as the self-righteous
Pharisees had in practice is all around
us and the world is full of it, and it
will not save any one. All such faith
has the tendency to retain our sin, and
will be the means of making our case
more hienous in the sight of God.
" T w o men went up into the temple
to p r a y ; the one a' Pharisee, and the
other a publican.
- " T h e Pharisee stood and prayed
thus with himself: God, I thank thee,
that I am' not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
as this publican. I fast twice in the
week; I give tithes of all that I
possess." ( L u k e 18:10, 11, 12.)
T o have the "like-precious faith,"
"once delivered to the saints," we
must have first passed
through
Christ's judgment, i. e. T o be made
blind like a Saul of Tarsus. H o w ever, when we pass through this judg-
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Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth.
B Y GEORGE S.

GRIM.

W e have no abiding place here.
W e are traveling to yonder home, an
everlasting habitation. W e are strangers and sojourners through this vale
of tears. This world is not my home,
because I will not, I cannot, stay here
l o n g ; mortality will soon, very soon,
be swallowed up in life. I will press
forward, onward and u p w a r d towards
that heavenly kingdom which will
never change or pass a w a y ; where the
faithful are, in that City of the New
•Jerusalem.
H e r e on this earth we may be persecuted, defamed, reviled, condemned even unto martyrdom by the children of the wicked one. W e make no
appeal against it. W e resist n o t ; we
seek no redress. W e are foreigners
and strangers to this world; its people, its maxims, habits, ways, immunities and favors are not for us. O u r
citizenship is known only by our walk
and conduct of life, by our aims anr1
deportment.
W e are strangers and pilgrims on
the earth. W e have been called out
to go to another country.
It is a
goodly hand without pain, sin or sorrow—an eternal habitation, which will
never be disturbed by earthquakes,
floods, fire and sword.
No dreadnaughts, no fortifications,
no sieges, no bombardments, no warlike preparations and
commotions
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from the wickedness of men of this
world can reach that beautiful s h o r e ;
and we are not to stop even by the
way, and seek worldly pleasures
which only fade, and die; but we are
to keep right on our way, looking by
faith unto the recompense of the reward which is promised in that eternal, city.
N o w beloved, the Lord has given
us His word as a guide to keep ourselves aloof from the wicked desires;
we are not even to wish for them. T h e
grace of God teaches us to deny ourselves from all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously
and godly in this present world, looking for the L o r d of glory. W e are to
abstain- from fleshly lusts. The only
desirable thing is for a temporary living while passing through this world,
to accomplish our Christian work, as
a means for the necessary things of
this mortal life in order to gain that
eternal life. So we are to use those
perishable things lawfully—only as a
means to an end—to accomplish the
will of God, and for the salvation of
our soul and those around u s ; and not
to gratify the carnal mind.
Louisville,
Ohio.
Gloria in Excelsis.
(Concluded from page 1.)
T h e greatest of all marvels is that
Christ should come from the bosom
of the Father to the cradle in Bethlehem.
T h e incarnation is the sublimest
revelation of eternal love. In his marvelous description of the mind of
Christ in the second chapter of Philippians, the Apostle Paul represents
Christ as not grasping and holding his
conscious equality with God, but as
emptying himself and taking the form
of a servant. This was the first great
step in the downward plunge. After
the incarnation, Gethsemane with its
cup and Calvary with its cross are inevitable. God's eternal, limitless and
unspeakable love gave the world its
crowning manifestation when His
only begotten and well-beloved Son
became the child of Mary, and thus
tented in human flesh. T h e human
soul constantly cries out with Philip,
" S h o w us the F a t h e r . " W e must see
God in human form in order that the
longings of our hearts and the logical
demands of our minds may be satisfied. Sitting at the feet of Jesus his
words to Philip fall upon our ears and
hearts as God's sweetest benediction.
" H e that hath seen Me hath seen the
Father."
It ought to be remembered that this
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angelic doxology, "Glory to God in
the highest," is not a prayer but an
ascription of praise. The angels did
not pray "Glory be to God," but they
joyfully exclaimed "Glory is to God."
There is a blessed connection between
the three stanzas of this divine anthem. There is a close relation between peace on earth, good-will to
men on the one side and the highest
glory to God on the other side. T h e
angels are declaring that the rebellious race, of man is to be subdued;
that this belligerent world is not forever to flaunt its defiant flag against
heaven's King. W e have here a sweet
implication that lost men shall be redeemed, and that Satan shall be destroyed by the personal Christ. T h u s
the doxology may well fill heaven's
loftiest dome with "Glory to God in
the highest."
The dominant thought of
the
angelic host is that peace will come
to men. The presence of God embodied in human flesh was designed to
produce peace between men and their
fellow m e n ; between the opposing
elements in men's own hearts, and between men and God. Christ is the
Prince of Peace. God was now in
Christ reconciling the world to H i m self. W h e n men are at peace with
God the}- will be at peace with one
another.
Long delayed is the fulfillment of
the prophecy that swords shall become
plowshares and spears pruning hooks.
But the day will surely come when
this blessed result shall be secured.
T h e day will come when international
difficulties will be settled by international arbitration. America has the
honor of leading the nations in this
blessed mission of peace and good will
toward all men. Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt have done more to
secure this result than was done by
all the preceding Presidents of the
United States. The late Secretary
Hay beautifully
blended
American
patriotism with the teaching of the
Golden Rule.
W e need still higher standards of
diplomacy, patriotism, heroism and
religion. W e are pressing toward the
realization of these higher standards.
Already the eastern sky is radiant
with the crimson and gold of at least
one element of millennial blessing—
the preservation of peace, the abolition of war and the universality of arbitration.
By the manner in which Christ
entered into the world H e dignified
the estate of childhood. H e made
babyhood beautiful and divine. As
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H e hallowed the grave by making it
His temporary resting-place, so H e
has made the cradle radiant by having
lain therein. H e has also glorified
motherhood. H e has put a crown of
honor on every mother's brow. H e
has also glorified poverty. H e was
the only child ever born into this
world who had His choice as to how
H e should come. H e might have
come, as did Adam, a full-grown
m a n ; H e chose to come a helpless
babe. H e might have come in all the
pomp and pageantry of earthly k i n g s ;
H e chose to come in lowly poverty.
His cradle teaches us also wherein
consists true greatness. W h e n H e lav
in that cradle mighty Caesar was on
the throne. W h e r e now are Caesar
and his throne ? At Caesar's name nations trembled; but that name and
throne and power have perished. The
empire of Jesus endures—it is the
empire of undying love, and it will
never die. His name shall endure
longer than the sun.
O men and women, submit now to
the scepter of His love; kneel at H i s
cradle and give him the gold, the
frankincense and the myrrh of sincere devotion. Then rise to have
peace in your heart, in your home, and
in the social circles in which you
move. At this glad Christmas-tide let
us settle all private and personal
grudges and hates; let us forgive and
forget; let us restore all sad estrangements ; let us pray for peace in
our own hearts and throughout the
world.
O blessed Child of the
Manger and Ancient of Davs, O Son
of Mary and Son of Gcd, be born in
our hearts to-day! T h e n shall we
with a new experience and with an
unspeakable joy join our voices With
those of the celestial choir in chanting the glorious a n t h e m : "Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good-will toward men."—Selected by C. B. K., 42/ River St., Dayton, 0.
WHEN

H E S E E T H T H E BLOOD.—In

one of the great rock galleries o"
Gibraltar, two British soldiers had
mounted guard, one at each end of
the vast tunnel. One was a believing
man whose soul had found rest upon
the Rock of A g e s ; the other was seeking rest, but had not found it. It w a ;
midnight, and these so'.diers were
going their rounds, the one meditating
on the blood which had brought pea-re
to his soul, and the other darklv
brooding over his' own disquietudes
and doubts. Suddenly an officer oassed. challenged the former, and demanded the watch-word. " T h e pre-
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cious blood of Christ!" called out the
startled man, forgetting the password for the night, and unconsciously
uttering the thought that was filling
his soul. The next moment he corrected himself, and the officer passed
on. The words spoken rang through
the gallery, and entered the ears of
the sentry at the other end, like a
message from heaven. It seemed as
though an angel had spoken, or as if
God himself had proclaimed the good
news, "The precious blood of Christ!"
Yes, that was peace. His troubled
soul found rest. The midnight voice
had spoken good news, and God had
carried home the message.—Selected.
The Gospel in a Eire-Locked Mine.
The darkest night of human sorrowcan become radiant with the glory of
God when Jesus is apprehended as a
present help. So in that dark and
smoke-filled mine at Cherry, 111.,
where a company of twenty or more
hungry and exhausted men were
caused to hope by the man of God
who ministered to their souls in sacred
song, prayer and the promise of God.
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch gives the
following account of that Gospel ministry :
"Not since the midnight hymns of
Paul and Silas opened prison doors
in ancient Philippi, has the power of
religious song been so grandly demonstrated as it was in the caverns of the
fire-locked St. Paul Mine. Of the
twenty men who returned alive from
the mine, William Clelland is to-day
the hero, almost saint.
He it was
whose songs of faith sustained the
spirits of his imprisoned comrades,
while he, with Walter Waite, led and
directed them in their struggle for release.
"Bred in the faith of the Scotch
Covenanters, Clelland was known to
his daily associates as a godly man.
Among those of other religions than
his own, and those of no religion, his
sincere piety had won a respect which
hushed the tongue of profanity in his
presence. To this man, in the bewildering moments which followed the
first realization of their plight, the
other miners turned instinctively.
With their access to the cage cut off,
they gathered around Clelland and
Waite on the first Saturday afternoon. That death was near, or that
it was over whelminglv orobable,
every man of them felt. Clelland deferred to Waite as leader of the effort for release. But before the men,
with nicks and shovels, set to work
to build a wall against the poisonous
gases', Clelland said': 'We are in God's
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hands. He only knows whether we
will ever see our wives and children
again. Let us pray.' Every man
knelt, his flaring torch-cap in hand,
while Clelland's deep voice, with its
burr of the Scottish heather, arose in
the petition of David: 'Out of the
depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord.
O Lord, hear my voice. Let not the
deep swallow me up, and let not the
pit shut her mouth upon me.' In his
own words, as simple and appealing
as those of the Hebrew psalmist, he
continued the prayer for courage, for
strength for ultimate deliverance. As
the men rose to their feet, Clelland's
strong baritone intoned the words of
Isaac Watts:
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast
And our eternal home.
Beneath the shadow of Thy throne
Still may we dwell secure,
Sufficient is Thine arm alone
And our defense is sure.
"When the miners, after hours of
exhausting toil, sat down to eat a portion of the morsels remaining in their
dinner pails, Clelland arose again, repeated the words of another psalm,
and sans: the hvmn which became, in
the week of torture following, the
anchor of hope to his comrades:
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide,
The darkness deepens, Lord with me
abide;
When other helpers fail, and comforts
flee,
Help of the helpless, 0, abide with
me.
"Some of the men, Italians and
Lithuanians, could not understand all
the words of the song; but the air,
reminding them as it did of the Gregorian chants which they had heard
in childhood in the Catholic Churches
of their native lands, moved them to
tears, and at the prayer meetings, held
thereafter as often as twice a day,
they learned, although with imperfect
pronunciation, to sing after their
leader:
Swift to its close ebbs out life's
day;
Earth's joy grow dim, its glories
away;
Change and decay in all around I
0 Thou, who changest not abide
me.

little
pass
see:
with

"As the days passed, throats became
parched and voices weak, but the
prayers and songs continued. Barriers
of creed were forgotten as the Lithuanians, invoking the aid of the Vir-

gin, knelt beside the Scotch leader and
fingered scapular and rosary while he
repeated for them the solemn words
of the 'De Profundis.' When some of
the men could no longer hold a pick,
and were too weak to sit up, they
lay on the floor of the cavern and
listened, as to the words of extreme
unction, while Clelland and those who
could still sing joined with him in the
lines:
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom and point me
to the skies.
" 'Keep up your courage, men/ was
Clelland's sermon only a few hours
before deliverance came. 'God has not
forgotten us, and if it is His will, we
will live.' And his hearers, who had
sustained life by gnawing bark and
drinking seep water, followed him
through the Lord's Prayer in the petition, 'Give us this day our daily
bread.'
"When Clelland, his rugged frame
weakened to the last degree by suffering and strain, reached his home, his
words again were those of David: 'O
give thanks unto the Lord, for he is
.good, for his mercy endureth foreven'
Men wept as, in the hours following
the rescue, they heard the story of
Clelland's heroic faith. William Taylor, State Mine Inspector, was unable
to control his emotions as he said: 'I
believe with all my heart it was the
prayers of those men, and of those
above who prayed for them, that kept
them alive.'"
The words of Bible truth and sacred
song, planted in the heart of that
Scotch covenanter at his father's fireside and in regular kirk services, served him well in pointing souls to the
Lamb of God in that hour of awful
peril. May this lesson come' home
with great weiafht to parents to m^ke
Bible instruction the important matter
with their children. The Word of
God. the pravers of fai^h. t^e hvmns
of devotion will stav with them when
all else fails, and lead to experience
and equip them for a Gosnel ministrv
and ma=terv in everv eme^eency.-—
Anna Abrams in The Vanguard.
"When we trust we do not worrv,
nor are we anxious about the future.
Worrv and anxietv brin<r fear, and
fpar hss torment. Tt is easv to t r "st
God in the sunshine a™d calm. But
the time to tnist is when vou cannot
trarp. and when the storms a"^ t r M s
of life oppress on every side."—Selected.
Silence will end almost any quarrel,
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The Hope of the Church.

(Concluding paragraphs).
Redemption is not complete until
the second coming of the Lord. The
apostles speak of salvation in three
different ways: Sometimes with reference to the past, as a fact already assured at the moment of belief in the
Lord Jesus Christ, sometimes with
reference to the present, as a process
still going on, and sometimes with
reference to the future, as an act yet
to be accomplished. In this last sense
Paul uses the word when he says:
''Now is our salvation nearer than
when we first believed;" and Peter
also in this phrase, "kept by the power
of God through faith unto a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time."
Our Lord refers to the same thing
when, after telling the disciples about
the signs of His coming, He adds:
"When these things begin to come
to pass, look up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption draweth nigh." One of the most complete
types of the history of redemption is
to be found in the ceremonies of the
Day of Atonement. It was an essential part of the work of the high priest
on that day that he should come forth
from within the veil, and, laying aside
his linen garments, reappear to bless
the waiting congregation. Our great
High Priest is now within the veil.
He has offered the atoning sacrifice
on the altar of Calvary; and with the
merit of that sacrifice He has gone in
to appear in the presence of God for
us. But the great day of atonement
is not yet closed. When His work
within the veil is ended, He shall come
forth arrayed again in His garments
of glory and beauty for the final blessing of His waiting people. "Christ
also, having been once offered to bear
the sins of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that
wait for Him unto salvation."
Think of what this crowning act of
redemption will mean for the Redeemer Himself, when, attended' with
heavenly glory, He prepares to descend to the very world that witnessed His suffering and sorrow and
shame. What will it mean to Him,
when the multitudes of the redeemed
gather about Him, and at last He sees
of the travail of His soul and is satisfied ? Is it not reasonable that there
should be such a manifestation of the
Redeemer to the world ? Is it reasonable that the despised man of Nazareth should be the only portrait the
world should see of Him who is to be
the heir of all things ? Ts it likely that
God would allow His Son's retirement
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from the world in apparent defeat
without any subsequent vindication or
evidence of His victory? If the prophetic vision of the suffering Servant
had an actual fulfillment, surely the
prophetic vision of the conquering
King will also have a personal fulfilment. As the world was astonished
at Him when He came the first time,
because "His visage was so marred
more than any man, and His form
more than the sons of men," so it will
be astonished when He comes a second time, and the prophet's vision
breaks upon its view: "Who is this
that cometh from Edom, with dyed
garments from Bozrah, this that is
glorious in His apparel, marching in
the greatness of His strength?"
And what will it mean for the redeemed ? There will, of course, be the
happy re-union of all the saints, when
the dead are raised and the living are
changed, for when the Lord descends
from heaven with a shout, "the dead
in Christ shall rise first; then we
which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air."
But glorious as these things are, they
are only the preliminary steps to a
higher and holier bliss. The climax
of redemption will be the manifested
union of the Church with her Lord
in the marriage of the Lamb. For
then the Bridegroom shall come to
claim His Bride, and take her to share
His glory and His throne. Then the
Church, that Christ loved and purchased, shall be presented to Him a
glorious Church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing. Then the
astonished world, beholding her transformation, shall cry: "Who is this
that cometh up from the wilderness,
leaning upon her Beloved?" Think of
what it will mean for us, when, after
sharing His humiliation in the midst
of a scoffing and unbelieving world,
the redeemed Church is exalted to
His side, and, as the consort of the
King of kings and Lord of lords,
stands "all rapture through and
through in God's most holy sight."
Nothing less than this is the destiny
that awaits the people of the Lord.
If the Lord committed to His disciples the promise of His personal return, and if it occupied so large a
place in the lives of the earlv Christians, surelv it is unfair to banish it
from the Church to-day. It is unfair
to the world, for this truth is part of
the Gospel which should be delivered
to the world. It is unfair to the
Church, for it deprives the people of
Christ of one of the most powerful
motives for spiritual life and service.
It is unfair to Christ Himself, for it
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obscures the reality of His personal
presence within the heavenly veil, and
substitutes for it the thin air of a mere
spiritual influence.
The great leaders who have left
their impress on the history of the
Church did not treat the doctrine in
this fashion. To them it was a real
hope. Martin Luther wrote, in the
throes of the Reformation: "I ardently hope that amidst these internal
dissensions on the earth Jesus Christ
will hasten the day of His coming."
The acute and learned Calvin saw
that this was the Church's true hope.
"We must hunger after Christ," he
said, "till the dawning of that great
day when our Lord will fully manifest the glory of His kingdom. The
whole company of His faithful will
keep in view that day." The intrepid
soul of John Knox was nerved by this
hope. In a letter to his friends in
England he wrote:
"Has not the
Lord Jesus in despite of Satan's malice carried up our flesh into heaven?
And shall He not return? We know
that He shall return, and that with expedition." John Wesley believed this
same truth. This is his comment on
the closing verses of Revelation: "The
Spirit of adoption in the bride of the
heart of every true believer says with
earnest desire and expectation, 'Come
and accomplish all the words of this
prophecy.'" It formed the burden
of Milton's sublime supplication:
"Come forth out of Thy royal chambers, O Prince of all the kings of the
earth; put on the visible robes of Thy
imperial majesty; take up that unlimited sceptre which the almighty
Father hath bequeathed thee. For
now the voice of the bride calls thee,
and all creatures sigh to be renewed."
It was the ardent loneing of the seraphic Rutherford: "Oh that Christ
would remove the covering, draw
aside the curtains of time, and come
down! Oh that the shadows and the
night were gone!'-' It was the praver
of Richard Baxter in the "Saints'
Everlasting Rest:" "Hasten, O my
Saviour, the time of Thv return. Send
forth thine angels, and let that dreadful, jovful trumpet sound. The desolate Bride saith 'Come!' The whole
creation saith, 'Come!' Even so. come.
Lord Jesus.' And if we would follow in the steps of these men, we will
return to the simple, unmistakable
New Testament tyoe of experience,
and, with faces uplifted towards the
veil, within which the Lord of glory
waits, and hearts all aglow with a personal love for Him, we will carry on
to the end the same apostolic praver.
—John McNichol, in "China's Millions."
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.
The A n s w e r e d P r a y e r .
She asked to be made like her Savior:
H e took her right then at her word,
And sent her a heart crushing burden
Till the depth of her soul was stirred.
She asked for a faith strong yet simple;
H e peimitted the dark clouds to come,
And she staggeied by faith through the
darkness,
For the storm had quite obscured the
sun.
She prayed to be filled with a passion
Of love for lost souls and for God,
And again in response to her longings,
She sank 'neath the chastening rod.
She wanted a place in His vineyard,
H e took her away from her home,
And placed her among hardened sinners
Where she—humanly—stood all alone.
She saw she must give up ambitions
Which had been her "air castles" for
years;
But as she knelt in consecration,
She whispered "Amen" through .her
tears.
She wanted a meek, lowly spirit—
T h e work H e gave answered that cry,
Till some who had once been companions,
With a pitying smile passed her by.
She asked to lean hard pn her Savior;
He took human props quite away,
Till no earthly friend could give comfort,
And she could do nothing but pray.
I saw her go out in the vineyard.
T o harvest the ripening grain,
H e r eyes were still moistened with weeping,
H e r heart was yet throbbing with pain.
But many a heart that was broken,
And many a wiecked, blighted life,
Was made to thank God for her coming,
And rejoiced in the midst of the strife.
She had prayed to be made like the Savior,
And the burdens H e gave her to bear
Had been but the great sculpters
T o help answer her earnest prayer.
But oh! the rejoicing and sweetness
T h a t flooded her once broken heart
Was as great as before was the sadness,
And the healing repaid for the smart.
And the deep undercurrent of gladness,
And the sweet peace could never be told;
She said, "As for God H i s way is perfect:
H e hath tried me, I came forth as gold."
—Gospel Banner.
A L e t t e r of E n c o u r a g e m e n t .
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Psalm 34:3, "O magnify the Lord with
me and let us exalt His name together."
I am glad this morning there is a possibility to be where we can magnify and
praise God. But first it takes a cleaning
up on our p a r t ; we must come to God as
we are and yield ourselves to Him, and
accept His promises, by faith. In John
17:1, "Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven
and, said, Father the hour is come; glo'ify
thy Son that thy Son also may glorify
Thee." If it was necessary for
Jesus
(God's only S o n ) , who lay on his Father's
bosom or was so dear to him, to pray
thus how much more should we who
have fallen in sin, cry unto God day and
night to save us, and after we are saved,
keep us by His power, lead us all through
life by His good and Holy Spirit.' It is
only.. after .we have yielded ourselves to
God, or, in other words, said, yes. to God
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that God can use us and that, we trust,
to His glory.
My desire and prayer is that I may be a
"vessel unto honor sanctified and meet for
the Master's use." It is for some time that
I have been impressed to write for our
Young People's Page and while it even
takes more than a decision it takes an effort on our p a r t ; and, if God does the
leading. H e will also give us grace to perform that which H e would have us do.
Through a small incident that occurred the
word disobedience was somewhat impressed on my mind. When asked why a small
child did not go, the reply from his father
was that it would not. It made me think
of our heavenly Father, that if we are
called upon to do something for Him,
whether it be great or small, if H e would
have to say that of us who have given
ourselves to H i m . If we follow Him like
that disciple did when Jesus was brought
in the palace of the high priest we would
not be of the disobedient ones, for he went
right in with Jesus. May God help us to
walk with Him like Enoch of old who
walked with God three hundred years and
then through faith was translated, having
this testimony that he pleased God.
My heart does feel to praise God when
I look into God's word, back to the old
patriarchs and men of God, how they
would stand true to their God. As for
one Daniel, regardless of the decress or the
lions' den. he would go to his window and
pray to his God three times a day. The
three Hebrew children, regardless of the
fiery furnace though heated seven times the
usual degree, believing God would deliver
them out of the king's hand, if not out of
the fiery furnace, but God willing to shew
H i s power, slew those who put the Hebrew
• children in the furnace, preserving the lives
of the Hebrew children from the flames.
Joseph, how H e (the Lord) cared for him
and the work he was to d o ; even down
through the ages how God cared for His
own.
When we look into the life of Paul,
what means the Lord had to use till he
could shape him to do H i m service. H o w
the light of God would strike him down
on his way to Damascus only to open his
entrance for Him into Paul's life. While
having these beautiful Bible characters before us how the Lord our God led and kept
them we may well have a reason to magnify the Lord, but are-not able to do so
unless God has full possession of our lives.
I am glad, and do praise God, that H e
accounted me worthy to call me and give
me the witness that I am H i s child. W h a t
I am. I am alone through the merits of a
crucified and risen Saviour. If there ever
was a necessity of standing true to God
' it is at the present time, when things go on
in such a dead-like and formal way. May
God awaken us to our every known duty
and be alive unto God. My heart is so
burdened for our young people at times
that I can hardly endure; it almost breaks
my heart to think how they can deny the
Lord to enioy the pleasures of this world.
May God help us to know his real purpose
in our lives, and that we may live it out
to His glory, not loving anything more
than Jesus our Lord. Will you remember
me at a throne of grace that God may
have His right of wav in my heart and
life. Your sister in Jesus.
BARBARA E.
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' ! I t Takes Two."
A lad of seventeen was telling an older
fiiend, recently, of an experience he had
had that day. As the apprentice of a carpenter, he had been sent to a saloon to take
the measures for a new counter. It was
very cold weather, and he arrived with his
teeth fairly chattering in his head, for his
coat was thin. T h e saloonkeeper immediately mixed a hot drink and pushed it
over the counter to him. "It'll cost you
nothing," he said; "drink it down, and
you'll soon stop shivering, my boy."
" H e meant it kindly, too, and didn't
think any harm," said the apprentice, as be
told the story. "That's what made it harder to push it back, and I didn't want it."
"It must have been a big temptation,"
said the friend. "That saloon-keeper might
have started you on the road to ruin."
"Well," replied the lad frankly, "I'd
rather have had it than some other kinds.
You see, it takes two to make a temptation. There's no saloon-keeper and no
cold weather can make me drink when I
don't want to. T h e temptation I'm afraid
of is the one that I'm ready for before it
comes, by hankering after it. I don't take
much credit to myself for refusing that
drink; and, if I had taken it, why, I
wouldn't have put all the blame on the
saloon-keeper, as some' folks do. It takes
two, every time, to make a successful temptation."
It was an honest way to look at the
question. Temptation is not all a matter of
outward happening, but also of inner readiness. No outsider can be responsible for
our sins as we are responsible. " H e tempted me" only explains one side of the temptation. T h e other side—the personal side—
we must answer for, and no excuse will
save us. "It takes two," and one of the
two is always our own responsible self.—•
Michigan Christian Advocate.
Keep the E y e s Ahead.
One of the sweetest, purest writers for
young and old, of modern times, was
Robert Louis Stevenson. Buried away in
his wotks are many helpful things. Among
these is the following:
"Keep the eyes ever looking onward.
Look ahead for all that is good in the
treasures of the years to come. Have the
courage to keep from looking backward
with regrets. It is onward that Progress
travels, it is onward that civilization ...is
moving. It is Hope and Love and Faith
that are ever moving onward."
"Don't spend so much energy building
air castles that you have nothing left to
make your dreams real."
" T h e greatest reformer of all is honest
toil. Satan hates honorable industry."
The B e s t Gift.
Christmas will come with gifts for you,
Pleasure and jolly cheer,
And right merry your heart will be,
Glad that the time is here.
Do not forget the Gift that came
Hundreds of years ago,
Dearer, better than all the gifts"
Fondest of friends bestow.
All of your life He's loved you well,
Given you gifts each day,
Blessings unnumbe-ed have been yours,
Watched you along your way.
Give Him one gift, my little child,
^At this holiday time, I nray,
Give Him your heart and love in truth,
Christ of the Christmas Day.
—By Mrs. A.

Stephenson,
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all join in prayer for us that we may so
labor as not to cast reproach upon those
who are so faithfully supporting us in the
work.
Perhaps some would be pleased to hear
something of a trip recently made among
the natives, and I will now give a short
sketch of same. I had had a desire for
some time to make a trip through the
Insiza district, just east of us. T h e home
of one of our boys, Mkosana by name, is
in that district, and I took him with me.
W e left home Monday, October 4. W e
slept about
fifteen
miles from
home.
Arising at 4 the next morning we ca-me
just after sunrise to a large kraal where
they were having a big dance in worship of
the Arhadhlozi (ancestral spirits). T h e
head man of the kraal had died about a
year before, and now they were having
this dance and worship according to their
custom, to call his spirit back home. Accordingly, they set food and beer for the
departed spirit, believing that he will come
at night while they sleep, to partake. But
in the morning the food is still there, and
is eaten by themselves. I felt so glad in
my own soul that I had found a better worship than this, and for a little while tried
to tell them about it. after which we passed on.
In the afternoon we came to Killarney
mine where we were kindly received by
the manager. Before we left, he gave us
his idea as to how mission work should
be conducted, viz.. to teach the natives
to work only, leaving education and religion for the next generation, or fartheron. H o w I wished that he would get a
taste of real salvation himself. Then he
would desire to help others t o get the same
as soon as possible. Still, he was yet more
reasonable than many miners and traders
of the country.
About dusk, we came to a kraal and
stopped for the night. Here we were gladly received, and they are very anxious that
someone come to teach them. Again arising at 4 next morning, about 8.30 we came
to Mkosana's home, where we were entertained the best way they knew how. A
sheep was killed in our honor. W e rested
the balance of the day, and a meeting was
called for the evening. Mkosana had been
home for two months a short time before,
and he told the people near his home
something of the Lord. As a result, some
are anxious to learn, -and his two sisters
told him that they now pray ill their home.
As we left the next morning, both his
parents thanked us for bringing them the
word of God.
About 10 a. m. we stopped at a large
kraal. They willingly gave us our breakfast, and while the same was preparing,
they sent a small boy to call the people of
the neighboring kraals. After breakfast,
we preached Christ to an attentive audience, and again went on our way. O u r
next stop was at a store. T h e proprietor,
a white man, lives with a native woman as
his wife—a custom only too prevalent ill
this country. When he learned that I was
p. missionary, he expressed his desire to
send his children to the mission to learn.
This is more than the majority of such
fathers would do.
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Going about five miles farther east, we
came about 3 o'clock to a large kraal with
about twenty-five huts, and perhaps three
times as many people. W e were tired, and
did not care to go farther that day. They
told us we could stay there for the night,
and that they would give us food, and the
privilege to speak to the people in the
evening. W e accordingly made our bed of
straw under the extended roof of some
grain bins, for the day was misty. T o ward evening, they built a large fire in
front of u s ; but supper was so slow in
coming that we began to think they had
forgotten us. Finally one dish of porridge came; then another; and a. third, till
seme had to be refused. After supper,
about fifty gathered for services. T h e
presence of the Holy Spirit was distinctly
felt, and when we closed the meeting, the
people were, loth to leave, though the
weather was damp and misty. There was
one young, man there -who had learned a
Utile, and he was much i interested and
asked questions. But another young man
there deserves notice, for he represents a
ck.--s—those who have learned but a little
and want to make a show. H e brought
an English book of worship with him,
though he could not read it. When we
sang, he tried to do so also, but with the
idea of drawing, attention to himself, and
only made discord. After the second sharp
rebuke, he made no more trouble.
Early the next morning we again went
on our way, and soon came to the home
of Innyamana, a girl who had been learning at the Mission. You will understand
something as to how we were received
when I say that shortly after our arrival,
four small boys were chasing a fowl to
give to the missionary. A meeting was
called for the evening, and about twenty
came from the neighboring kraals, besides
those staying there. Everyone, apparently,
listened with intense interest, and they
real'j seemed anxious to learn. Innyamana renewed her covenant, and her two
sisters want to follow the Lord, and all
three express a desire to come to the Mission in a few months.
Early the next morning, Saturday, we
started for home, and stopped at a few
kraals on our way. Here for the first time
on our trip we met a few people unfriendly
to us. W e stayed over night at the same
kraal where the big dance was which we
passed in the beginning of our trip. Here
we were received with kindness, and
preached the word to them in the evening.
We were glad to reach home the next
morning, arriving in time for the Sunday
service.
As we think of the experiences of this
trip, we rejoice for the privilege of telling
the story, and also because the word was
received so readily. Though in some
places, the people are somewhat scattered,
they need a teacher; and I believe that if
one were sent, many would turn to, tiie
Lord. In some places, upon first hearing
the story, the people make light of it. But
not so at these places just visited. Though
it must not be forgotten that when they
learn more of what it means to be a
Christian, many will draw back. Will you
who have always had the light, pray earnestly for these and others who have never
heard.
Yours in the Master's service,
HARVEY J. FREY.

EVANGELICAL

December 12, 1909.]
To Africa and I n d i a .
MATOPO

MISSION,

BULAWAYO, S. At.,

Oct. 23, 1909.
Dear readers of the VISITOR: ''The
heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth his handiwork."
Many are the wondrous works, and great
the mercies of our God; and the greatest
of all is His love, in opening the way of
salvation for all men, whosoever will.
Prior ot our coming, the brethren had
arranged for a love feast to be held at the
Mapani Mission, October 16,' 17, to which
we made reference in our last letter. This
precious occasion is now in the past, and
shall be a precious memory of our trip.
On Friday, Bro. Freys, sister Lizzie Engle,
with some of their girls came up, arriving
about noon; this being our first meeting
with them. About 5 o'clock, standing at
the Mission looking north we saw a number walking who came from the Matopo
Mission. As they came nearer we counted fifteen in the n u m b e r ; ' w h o walked the
distance of about twenty-two or twentyfour miles. A little later Bro. Steigerwalds, sister Mary Heisey and Bro. H e m ming arrived, having driven through with
their mule team.
In the evening services were held in the
church for the native congregation conducted by one of the native brethren. At
the same hour a service was also held in
the dwelling house for the benefit of the
workers, who were all present except
those from Macha.
On Saturday forenoon a service was
held in the interest of those who requested
baptism, the number of applicants being
sixteen. Ten of these were received; the
other six are retained in the inquirers'
class, which numbers about fifty at this
place. In the afternoon the examination
and preparatory services in view of the
communion were held.
The evening meeting was led by sister
Frey, who read John 3:16, in connection
with other scriptures, having for her theme,
the Love of God.
On Sunday morning at 9.30 a social service was conducted by Bro. Matshuba, to
whom we made especial reference in our
last letter. H e read from Acts I :8, following with some remaiks, after which eightytwo testified to the saving grace of God,
and to a determination to follow the
Master, at the close of which, by request,
about twenty stood who were willing to
testify, but for lack of time did not. At
10.45 there was a short intermission given
of about a half hour, after which the hour
for preaching was improved from John
3:14 by myself, followed by Bro. Sheets,
of course, all through our interpreter. At
the close of this session the ten applicants
for baptism were formally received, and
the meeting dismissed at 1 o'clock.
Immediate arrangements were made for
going to the water, which was near by. and
a beautiful place for the service. Elder
Steigerwald being afflicted with something
of a pleura attack, was not able to be in
the service much less to administer baptism, although present at the water; so
these duties devolved on us. T h e brethren having the evening before offered us
this privilege, after weighing the matter we
declined, believing it to be better all around
if Bro. S. would take it in h a n d ; but seemingly the Lord directed it otherwise, and
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we felt blest in the performance of the
duties. All passed through the ordeal nicely and without any resistance. Several
hundred of these dark faces were lined on
both sides of the water to view the scene.
May these ten souls, five brethren and five
sisters, who were buried with their Lord
in baptism, and who have risen to walk
with Him in newness of life, be valiant
soldiers of the cross, and finally be crowned heirs of immortal glory!
At 3 o'clock we again convened for the
feet-washing and communion services, in
which thirty-one native brethren, thirtyfive native sisters and eleven white workers participated. The reason for having
these services in the day is for the convenience of those who have so far home
and on foot.
This certainly was an inspiring season to
us, and we think the report of the same
ought to help awaken a deeper foreign missionary spirit in the hearts and lives of
many of the home church; especially when
we consider that these missions were established only eleven years ago by five
workers.
As we become acquainted with the country we learn that there are many large
scopes of country in which there are similar oppoitunities, and open doors, with
pressing invitations for missionaries to
come in and labor among this needy people,
and, one thing that is especially needed, is
consecrated young men to help to open new
stations. Will not some strong, ablebodied, consecrated young men in humility rise up and say, " H e r e am I, send
me, send m e ? "
We should not pass by without saying
that the membership at this meeting was
entirely made up of young people; and we
doubt if any were over thirty years of age.
Aside from the membership there were
very few old people present. W e conclude
that the success of mission work among
this people, lies very largely with the
younger generation.
We should not pass by without referring
to a few things of noticeable contrast to
our feasts in the home land; there were no
hostlers needed to care for the horses; all
came on foot, some eight to nine miles,
and one young sister fifteen miles. T h e
meals were very plain and prepared in
large pots on an open fire place, and cooked by the natives themselves; no bread
was needed, as this is a commodity not
used by the natives. T h e food consisted
mainly of whole corn cooked, beans, cornmeal porridge and venison with ground
peanut gravy. The deer were mostly shot
by a native, who brought in six or seven
a few days before the feast.
On Monday we had a Council Meeting,
with all the workers present, which passed
off very nicely and many things concerning the work were talked over. On Tuesday morning at five o'clock we with Bro.
Steigerwalds left for home, reaching
Matopo about six o'clock. On our arrival
we found some mail from home. During
Wednesday we did some writing and 'arranging for a little trip. On Thursday
Bro. Hemming and the driver took us to
World's View, a distance of about twentyfive miles. While this is up in the Matopo
hills, and seemingly an out of the way
place, it is where the Founder of Rhodesia,
and its great leader, Cecil J. Rhodes, chose
to be buried. W e came to the end of the
road a little before sundown, when we
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outspanned and set up our little tent, which
was our sleeping quarters; after which we
walked up the hill and up several very
large rocks on top of which he (Rhodes)
had ordered a grave hewn out over which
was placed a large open granite stone and
over the opening a bronze plate three
feet by six. A little way from the grave
is a large monument with life size, bronze
statues of thirty-four men who fell and
were honored, as braves in the Mattebeli
war of 1893. From this rock we saw the
beautiful sunset scenery of the surrounding hills; after which we went down to our
camp, prepared and ate our supper, read
Philippians three, had our evening prayer
around our camp-fire, and retired for the
night.
Next morning we started on our return
trip about sun-up, stopping at several
places by the way, getting home between
five and six in the evening.
Sunday, October 24, we were again at the
services at the Matopo Mission, speaking
to the inquirers' class (of which some
thirty were present) from Matt. 10:28 to
40.
After a short intermission and tea,
the signal was given for the preaching service at which about one hundred were
present, Bro. Sheets preaching from Matt.
7:24 to 28. Bro. Hemming followed with
some remarks, as his last being with the
work here, as he intended going home to
Cape Town this week, and expects to accompany his mother in temperance campaign during the coming year. After the
close of the preaching service, the Sundayschool teachers gathered in the ante-room
for a short study and preparation of the
lesson from John 18:1 to 15, following
which the Sunday-school was called and
the lesson studied in the classes.
On Monday morning, before six o'clock,
we were on our way to Bulawayo; Bro.
Hemming to take the train next day for
home, and we in company with Bro.
Steigerwald, starting on our trip north to
the Macha Mission. W e left Bulawayo' at
about 10.30 a. m., our train being due at
Chomo at 8.30 Wednesday evening. Traveling north on this trip we pass through
much level country, better timbered than
farther south; occasionally seeing a large
tree.
Wednesday evening, 9 o'clock, just arrived at Chomo. Bro. Taylor is here for
us.
Nice moonlight night and expect to
treck a ways to-night, so I mail this here
praying God's blessing upon all the readers

of

the
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J. N. ENGLE AND J. M.

SHEETS.

B l e s s i n g s a t Mapani.
Dear VISITOR readers: "Let us be glad
and rejoice, and give honor to h i m : for the
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made herself ready."
(Rev.
19:7.)
We are very pleased that we can so soon
report again; as a very extraordinary event
has lately transpired, and with it blessings
have been added.
W e have had two visitors at our place
for two weeks, who have been a great encouragement to us and our people. Our
common brotherhood, like faith and habits,
oneness of mind and charity, proved a social treat long to be remembered at Mapani Mission.
During their stay they seemed to heartily enjoy the initation of mission life.

14
though at times a little of the native
economy slipped in, to remind us that,
after all, there is a common adaptation to
the - ,needs of all men. These bretmen,
though not any more young, liberally betray a vitality which can only result from
a life of true happiness and cheerful spirit.
In the course of their visit here, to save
time,, we walked on all our trips. The
longest being over twenty-two miles, which
took us two days. Another was about
fifteen miles, kraal visiting. I believe detailed reports of these are given by the
brethren.
Our love-feast, which was held on October 16-17, was again a time of refreshing for us all; as year by year we notice
the change .both in the bettered appearance
of our congregation and the increased
.number of attendants, and I may say the
added stability of our converts. In the
year 1906, 108 natives attended on this occasion. Not more than twenty-six native
communicants participated. In 1907, there
were 213 attendants, and thirty native communicants. In 1908 177 attended and
fifty-^six-native communicants. 109 had 217
attendants and sixty-six native communicants.
Elder J, N. Engle received for us into
church fellowship and baptized ten souls.
Four of these were heads of families. Both
Saturday and Sunday were well occupied.
T h e testimonies were given in quick succession and promiscuously by those from
the several Missions.
. We were favored in having with us for
..the occasion eleven,white workers, and
Master Ernest and baby Lois.
On the following Monday we met together for counsel. . As the work enlarges
new questions arise; and not infrequently
they are of a perplexing nature. A spirit
of love prevailed throughout, and our
parting was only a formal one. Our visiting biethren then returned with Elder H.
P. Steigerwald to Matopo Mission, to prepare for their visit to Macha Mission.
. We believe our brethien are alive in securing data re foreign missionary enterprise, and will be prepared to exhibit of
it virtually.
As usual, last Saturday was spent in
kraal visiting. Sr. Doner and sister Sitjokupi accompanied the writer to the
chief's kraal, about six miles distant. W e
visited a few other kraals on the way. The
sky was clear, the sun shone hot and the
wind was strong and very dry. Walking
was tiresome and an occasional stagger reminded us that we were not in a position
to sleep. ( I n Mapaniland October is one
of the most trying months—just before the
rains come—as one must continually fight
against sleep in the day time.)
• A brother and sister live at the chief's
braal since the death of their mother. W e
feared the chief would hinder their following the Lord. The brother told us that
he was opposed to it at first, but that they
persevered and won his good will. Later
-the brother asked the chief for money to
contribute and received of him 50 cents.
Later, two other children were induced to
Come to school, who later, made a start
for the kingdom.
The chief received us very cordially, and
ordered' his people to assemble to hear the
gospel. Sitjokupi reasoned with him uptin: some-of the most vital questions with
•such a .respect and love that he in return
respected her, not for her personality (up-
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on which he might look as upon a slave),
but for her wisdom and knowledge of the
Scriptures.
Breakfast was prepaied before service but they did not get away to
eat until one o'clock. Geneially when the
service is dismissed the whole discourse
is talked over among themselves. Then,
sometimes, they take sides.
On our return by another path we
called at some kraals but the people were
away to a beer drink. T h u s we walked
twelve miles and preached at only two
kraals.
On Sunday following, the writer held a
service at one of our out-schools. It was
the first one in their new school building.
Its size is thirty-two by sixteen feet, built
of poles and mud with grass-thatch roof.
I found a goodly crowd awaiting my arrival. Quite an impressive congregation
assembled. Some aged men and women,
a goodly number of children not over ten
years of age besides our regular attendants. The little chapel was nicely occupied.
A short dedicatory service was held,
followed by general preaching, and testimony and prayer. Sister Poli, in the
course of her testimony, said: "There are
only three persons in our family, my
mother, brother and I. My brother and
I are serving the Lord, but my mother
knows not what she is doing by staying
in sin. O, mother, repent and turn to the
L o r d ! My heart is sad because we are
thus separate. Mother, turn to the Lord,
and let us be one in following the Lord."
H e r pleading with tears seemed to touch
her mother's heart as also all the others
who were present.
As we look upon the little children as
they come flocking to the meeting who a
few years ago would have hid behind the
bushes at sight of us, our hearts are
touched, especially as we know that our
believing children have been instrumental
in bringing about this change.
After services I was surprised with a
plate of boiled eggs placed before me. But
not willing to break off my habit of eating
only twice on Sunday, I had to explain it
to them.
On my arrival home Sr. Doner reported
a good meeting here. Thus our hearts
are encouraged to press steadily on as the
promise is on our side. "Ask of me and I
will give thee the heathen for thine in. heritance and the uttermost part of the
earth for thy possessions."
Just lately one of our class girls refused
to marry an unconverted man.
Her
father and brother treated her very cruelly.
They thought it to be her duty to comply
with their wishes as the cattle were already
paid for her. She steadfastly refused on
the ground that it was contrary to God's
will. They inflicted the usual punishment,
i. e., two sticks tied with cords, one on
each side of the head. She was then asked
to yield and upon refusal the sticks were
pounded with a club, causing a violent
vibration of the whole brain system. At
last she came to us for refuge and committed her case to us. Later I talked to
her father,, who yielded very easily; then
the matter ended.
At present there is great need of consecrated workers who have or may have
the burden of souls on their hearts, and
who are not afraid to die. There are
calls for workers coming from a number
of places, where the people have audibly
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asked for teachers. Shall they call in vain,
when there are- plenty and to spare who
should respond to the call? H e r e you can
preach to people who
have never yet
heard the gospel. You can have a large
parish h e i e ; and one that may give better
returns, Paul preferred to preach where
the gospel was not known. If Paul could
repeat his mission now, undoubtedly he
would be in the darkest and most heathenish land in this world. T h e commission,
"I will send thee far hence unto the gentiles" would so enthuse him with zeal he
would not wait to know whether there
was a board of supporters back of him or
not. Let us work while it is day, for
the night cometh on.
Yours to be faithful till Jesus comes.
Oct.

22nd, 1909.

LEVI

DONER.

P. S.—We wish all our readers a very
happy Christmas and New Year in the
Lord.

REPORTS OF FUNDS.
M e s s i a h Orphanage.
Report of receipts for November, 1909.
Sr. Priscilla Grove, 50 cents; Sr. Martha
Harmony, 50 cents; Sr. Elizabeth Sollenberger, 50 cents; Sr. Carrie Shultz, 50
cents; Sr. Annie Myers, 50 cents; Sr. Mary
M. Clay, Newport, Pa., $ 1 ; Sr. Ellen M.
Whitmoyer, Lebanon, Pa., 50 cents; Sr.
Lizzie Light, Annville, Pa., 20 cents; Sr.
Mary McNeal, Chambeisburg, Pa., $2; a
sister, Fayetteville, Pa., $2; Sr. Samuel
Yeager, Marietta, Pa., 25 cents; Bro. Jno.
Keefer, Millersburg, Pa., $ 1 ; Srs. Mary
and Elizabeth Hoover, Mowersville, Pa.,
$5; Bro. C. N. H e shey, Florin, Pa.,
(school fund), $ j ; Bro. S. G. Engle,
Philadelphia, Pa., $10; Bro. Wm. L.
Ki eider, Palmyra, Pa., $5; Fairland, Pa..
S. S., $16.48; Bro. J. R. Charleston, Mechanicsburg, Pa., $2.
D.

M.

BOOK,

Humpielstown,

Pa-.
Sec. and Treas.
• m *
Buffalo Mission.

Report for October and November, 1909.
Balance on hand,

$25.20.

DONATIONS.

Eliza Sider, $ 1 ; Margaret Carver, $ 3 ;
Ella Steckley, $1 ; Isaac Swalm, $ 1 ; Cassie
Swalm, $ 1 ; Geo. Neidrauer, $ 1 ; Carl
Rambadt, $ 1 ; Mamie Bosler, $5; In His
Name, $ 1 ; Anna Hursh, $ 1 ; Maiy Kohler,
$ 1 ; Benj. S. Herr, $5; J. R. Charleston,
$2. Elmer Robert, $2; P. M. Climenhaga, $2.
EXPENSES.

Light bills,
Groceiies, household and
expenses,
Balance on hand,
PROVISIONS

$3 75
sundry
39 70
$9 75

DONATED.

Sr. Mary Blake, Thanksgiving dinner
complete; Bros. J. R. Bosler, Emanuel
Bechtel and Sr. Myers, 2 bbls. potatoes and
variety of vegetables, etc.; Clarence Center brethren, donations of provisions;
Walter Winger, mutton leg; Wainfleet
brethren, donation to the wo:kers.
1 m

1

Toronto Mission..
RECEIPTS.

Bro. G. A. Kauffman, Abilene, Kans.,
$25.26.
The above amount, with a balance held
by us, total amount, $2\95. has been forwarded to Bro. D. W. Heise. G c m l e y ,
Out., Treasuier of the Toronto Mission,
who will in the future accept all monevs
intended for the Mission, as we have sold
our grocery business and left the city. W e
are again located near the church at Wainfleet, Ontario.
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Sunday, November 21, was our last Sunday at the Sunday-school. We had some
money given to us by some brethren and
sisters and we bought each scholar a suitable book; total cost, $3.55. We had become quite attached to the little school and
when it came to leaving for good, it was
a little hard for us.
Bro. Jacob Cober now has charge of the
school and we believe he is quite capable.
W e do not know what was accomplished
by our work in Toronto. W e have to
leave that with the Lord. H e knows of all
our failures and victories; and we still
have great things to praise Him for. Where '
we have failed in the minds of the brethren
or sisters, we would say, forgive us.
T h e Lord has been good to us all along
the way for nearly seven years now. H e
allowed us to have certain things, go to
certain places and do certain things, and
we surely would have been in trouble, but
H e came along and mightily delivered us.
W e can say, the Lord has withheld no good
thing from us, and we are going to serve
Him as long as we live. here. Praise the
Lord.
Yours,
W.

Box 30, Forks Road,

AND M .

BURTCH.

Ontario.

Philadelphia Mission.
Report from October 25 to December 1.
Balance on hand last report,

$34-03-

RECEIPTS.

Love feast donations, $24;
Charles
Stover (five weeks' board), $25; contribution box, $11.45; private contribution, $9.
Total, $69.45.
EXPENSES.

Groceries, $29.34; coal (2 tons), $13.50;
poor, $5.46; Mission
expenses, $7.32;
clothes wringer, $3.75; gas and lights,
$6.70; love feast, $16.83. Total, $83.90.
Balance in treasury, December I, $19.58.
OTHER

DONATIONS.

Sr. Lapp, Philadelphia, Pa., 10 window
shades; Bro. S. G. Engle, Philadelphia,
Pa., 1 bed, bed spring and mattress, and
things for the kitchen; Sr. Ryan, Philadelphia, Pa., 1 basket sweet potatoes, 1 dozen
bottles ketshup; Clarence Center, N. Y.,
2 boxes clothing; Souderton, Pa., 1 box
clothing; Bro. S. G. Engle, lot of clothes,
sewing machine, chiffonier and other articles.
NOTICE.—All perishable goods intended
for Christmas should be shipped by express to our street address. Freight stations are,—on the P. R. R., North Penn
Junction. On the P. and R., Erie avenue
H . B . BuRKHOLDER AND WIFE-

3423 N. Second

others it is meaningless, with no
home, no friends to comfort, no kindly word, no advice, no Christ, no
hope. The fountain of my soul
breaks open, because of sympathy for
such.
Sin is a small word, but mighty in
its results. Each year brings to the
Mission greater opportunities for
good. The Christmas before us will
open a door to gladden heavy hearts,
such as the Mission never had before.
How nobly the Brotherhood responded to the Macedonian cry, the Christmas gone by; heaven must have a
record. Jesus has said, ''For inasmuch as ye do it to the least of these
my little ones, ye do it unto me." We
plead in Jesus' name that our brethren
and sisters come to our aid, and in one
grand rally, help to comfort many
families this coming Christmas. Our
promises of help cause us to expect
good results, but the promises are far
short of the needs.
Brethren sending Christmas offerings either for School or Mission
should notify us early. Such things
as poultry should be sent by express,
so as to avoid the delays, and following delays, goods are sometimes made
useless. Any provisions, such as apples or potatoes can be sent by freight
if sent in time; one week before
Christmas is only reasonably safe;
earlier would be better. The proper
freight address will be found in
another place. At this time we especially ask our people to remember
the Mission for Christmas day.
Thanking you for your prayers and
the rememberance that we are sure
will come in abundance, I remain enlisted as a veteran in the cause.

St.

A Philadelphia l e t t e r .
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S. G. ENGLE.

Dec. 2, ^pop-

To my brethren; greeting.
Our
A W o r d From S o u t h T e x a s .
courage, and determination is founded
"And God spake unto Moses, and
in Him, who declared to His ancient
people, that our God is a refuge and said unto him, I am the Lord. And
beneath us are the everlasting arms. .1 appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac,
Violent storms never last long, as and unto Jacob, by the name of God
their energy is short-lived because of Almighty, but by my name Jehova
their violence. Our spiritual sky is was I not known to them." (Ex. 6:
brightening, and He who takes the 2, 3-)
Dear readers of the VISITOR : This
rainbow and throws it around the
14th
day of November we, the
shoulders of the storm, does brighten
Brethren
in Christ church, and Coland comfort sorrowing hearts.
ony
of
Brotherly
Love, had our first
The Lord delaying a little longer,
preaching
service
at our house at
we will soon be at Christmas' door,
11.30,
by
Bro.
T.
A.
Long, from Heb.
and many of us will no doubt cross
13:1.
"Let
Brotherly
Love continue"
its threshhold, and look back to it as
Our
aged
brother,
Peter
Fike, Bro.
an oasis in our lives; it will mark a
John
Fike
and
wife,
Bro.
Hoover
and
happy day for many. Others, who
wife,
myself
and
wife,
eight
members
last year enjoyed the happy union of
family and friends, this year will be were present. Then there were over
crowded with desolation.
And to from Spring Creek school-house,
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where Bro. Long has been preaching
for some time, four buggies and two
two-horse wagons—about sixteen, including children. They brought provisions along, and after preaching service they set a full table. They were
people who have moved here from the
North, and. we ate a social meal, and
there was quite a lot left over which
they left for us. After three o'clock
they left happily .for their homes,
about nine or ten miles, and we felt,
very much humbled because of our
lack of faith. We speak of our God
as did the Israelites; but "by my name
Jehova was I not known to them."
Behold, we are here on the plains
as you cannot conceive in your minds.
Now we are again looking forward
to next Sunday when we expect to
meet at Bro. Hoover's home, in sight
of our place to worship God, when we
expect to have some brethren with us
Well, you say, "do you like it?"
"Yes, I do, and I don't."
But
I hope by and by the "I don't"
will be left out. We surely must endure privations. We have to be here
so long before we have anything to
sell and have to buy our living. What
is in our favor is, we have had no
cold weather that made it necessary
to have a stove to warm our room.
We have a house twenty by twentyfour feet with a ten by ten foot room
and large attic for two families—not
plastered. At present we are drilling
a well for water. Oh, so many things
are needed, and we are out from Victoria fourteen miles. We have a team
of small horses, a cow with her calf,
a few chickens, a garden plowed and
fenced, twenty-four by fifty feet.
Mother has onions planted and seed
sowed, nicely growing; lettuce and
other vegetables.
Oh, we exclaim. May we know
God as our loving, heavenly Father to
whom we may come in Jesus' name.
I feel more than ever that the time has
come when we need to pray the disciples' prayer: "Our Father, who art
in heaven, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in
heaven." Then, I feel to look in full
confidence of faith to God and pray,
"give us this day our daily bread," as
our faith would fail us if we could
not look to God, who is our Father
who can give.
When we left home on October 4,
it was dry and all the way here, but
now for the two last weeks we have
had fine rains, and the grass is growing nicely. Well, praise the Lord.
Will all the loved ones remember us

EVANGELICAL

16

in their prayers? Love to all, looking for the coming of our Lord.
J O H N H,. MYERS AND W I F E .

Victoria, Texas, Nov. 14, 1909.
A T e x a s Letter.

Why I Wanted to Go to Africa.
Dear readers of the VISITOR: I do
praise God for the burden of souls.
I am glad it has been our privilege to
see some of the heathen world, what
has been done and what is yet to do
by those who say, Lord, Lord. Will
it be said of us, well done good and
faithful servant; enter thou into the
joy of the Lord? Some people seem
to be afraid to do what the word of
God requires, but I am glad that we
dare believe all that the blessed word
requires of us, and that it is blessed
to obey the command of the blessed
word of God in this and other lands.
Why I wanted to go to Africa is
because I saw some of those benighted heathen that accepted the glorious
light of the word of God and saw
their changed lives and how glad they
are when they hear and understand
the word of God; and while I am too
old to go out among the natives to
open a new station we are not too
old to go with some of our native
helpers, or help the dear missionaries.
How I do praise God for the love
for souls, and that I love to be a
Dorcas woman, to help to clothe the
naked. It helps the missionaries as
they have such a busy life and have
not time to do all their work that
needs to be done.
Well, we here in America can be
thankful that we can have a share in
the work of saving souls. Let us do
what we can for this land and other
lands.
W H Y / DID NOT GO To AFRICA.

My husband concluded to come to
this sunny land, to help to start a
colony of our people, and here is a
blessed opportunity to show to the
people whether we have been with
Jesus and have learned of Him.
I am glad we have found people
who love to hear about Jesus. They
are pleasant to meet and to converse
with. Some are very kind-hearted
and very neighborly and obliging in
so many ways, so that we can be very
thankful for the many blessings we
have been enjoying since we are in
this sunny land. Of course all do not
speak well of it, but we can praise
God for the kindness shown to us by
our neighbours and also by the people in the county town, Victoria. They
are as reasonable in their prices as
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any-where with the exception of a
few things.
Our brethren of the Colony of
Brotherly Love have been very helpful in helping us to build a house
twenty by twenty-four feet, and a
small kitchen, ten by ten feet. Now
we and our grandson, Vincent Myers,
and his little wife, with their two
small children, a son and a daughter,
feel very thankful for the many blessings the dear Lord has bestowed upon us. I think back to our home
State where we had the well wishes
and God bless you's; but that was not
all; many of the dear ones shared
with us of their blessings with which
God has blessed them, so we need not
wonder that the blessing of God has
rested upon us thus far. But, friends,
don't think that we are without tests
and trials; but we have such a blessed
Friend to take them to. Then when
we have them there, He helps us
every time.
Last Lord's day we had our first
meeting and it was a blessed one, long
to be remembered. You who will read
up our articles will learn about our
enjoyments.
Well, now is another week and Sabbath ended. To-day we had a small
prayer-meeting, and we enjoyed our
little assembly. This afternoon one
of our neighbors came to see us. He
said they see these new houses and
they want to find out what kind of
people are living here. They seemed
to enjoy our company, and said they
were glad they came, and invited us
to visit them, and stay a whole day
We know what is in the past; we
cannot see into the future, but we are
here to trust and obey, and we believe
if we ask we shall receive and if we
seek we shall find, and if we knock it
shall be opened unto us. We are also
commanded to reap, but we must
plant, and we must sow the seed. We
praise God for the good rains and the
warm weather. We see the green
vegetation in our garden and the
green grass upon the prairies so the
cattle and horses can graze; how they
do enjoy the blessings of our beautiful rains.
Well, perhaps some cannot stand
so many thanks and-praises to our
God but I want to tell you who read
our
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"Would know a wise and wondrous
watch zvord,
Would you learn a great and priceless
art?
Would you find the sweet and sacred
secret
Of a bright and happy heart?

[December 12, 1909.

Look on the bright side,
Keep on the bright side;
Gather up the sunshine and the song;
For the right side is the bright side,
And the joy of the Lord maketh
strong.
My dear ones, keep praying for us,
and write to us to encourage our
hearts.
C. A. MYERS.

Victoria, Texas.
"They who fear the Lord do not
need to fear."
T H E K I N G REVEALED.—And as

he

was

praying, the fashion of his countenance was
altered, and his raiment became white and
dazzling. A weary, dusty traveler came
once to the door of a widow's cottage
in Scotland, asking for food and shelter.
It was a perilous time, and the woman
knew not whether to count the stranger a
soldier in need, or a t: eacherous spy who
sought her ruin; but when, by a few careful questions, he was convinced that he
could trust her, he threw aside his cloak,
and there shone upon his breast the badge
of royalty. Then the widow knew that it
was her exiled king, the noble Bruce, returned once more to claim his rightful
sovereignty. Her heart was opened wide,
and she gave him all she had, of food, and
arms, and her two noble boys to bear him
company as he renewed his struggle for
the throne. So to the few most trusted
ones our King, who comes in his humilitv,
reveals his royalty, and they have the high
privilege not only to see his glory, but to
help him to win his own.—Selected.

MARRIAGES.
T R U K E N B R O D T — B A K E R . — Married
at the residence of the officiating minister,
in Bertie, A. Bearss, V. D. M., on November 24, Mr. James F. T: ukenbrodt, of
Ridgeway, Welland county, Ontario, to
Miss Olive Baker, of the same place.

OBITUARIES.
O V E R H O L T . — J o h n L. Oberholt, husband of sister Lydia Overholt, of Milford,
Indiana, died October 22, 1909, aged 64
years and 2 months. He was converted
and baptized more than twenty years ago.
His last days were brightened by much
meditation on God's word and singing of
gospel songs. He leaves his companion,
two sons and two daughters. Services
we' e held at the Union Grove church and
were conducted by Rev. George Lambert,
Mennonite, and Bro. H . L. Stump. Text,
Psa. 90:12.
f_

HOOVER.—Rosella May.
the
littl;
daughter of Elder J. N. and Mary Hoover,
of West Milton, Ohio, was born January
2 \ 1909. She departed this life November
30, 19CQ, aged 10 months and 4 days. During all her short earthly pilg- image the
darling child was in delicate health and
at times suffered severely, m t i l the deathangel relieved her and her little snirit returned unto Him who gave it. She has
gone to join her little sister and two little
brothers, who preceded her to the sni it
world. She leaves to mourn her early departure a father, mother, and two little
brothers, who loved her very teuderiv, but
realize that thei*- loss has been her eternal
gsin. Funeral services were held at the
Highland M. H.. near West Milton, Ohio,
conducted bv Bro. Levi Herr. Text, Eph.
6:4. Interment in Highland cemetery.
Precious darling, she has left us,
Left us, yes, forevermore;
But we hone again to meet her,
On that bright and happy shore.

